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devoured his liver (the seat of all evil desires), which always
grew again during the night.

It is very difficult to see the origin of this series of legends,
but the foundation seems to be the discovery of fire by man.
At any rate, one word, closely resembling the name Prometheus,
appears in India as the name of the stick used to produce fire by
friction. If this be the case, we shall see in parts of the Greek
legend instances of the ever-recurring principle, that when the
real derivation of a word is lost, men try to give it an explanation
by attaching it to the nearest word in the existing language
(cf. the derivation of Pan mentioned p. 130). When the notion
of " forethought" had once been attached to his name, it would
be natural to invent a complementary legend about his brother
Epimetheus (afterthought).

The legend of Prometheus appears in its grandest form in
^Eschylus' play, "Prometheus Bound."

The idea that, together with the introduction of civilisation,
many evils which were before unknown to man came into
existence, is expressed in the myth of Pandora. Zeus deter-
mined to leave mankind in possession of Prometheus' gift; but
he ordered Hephaestus to make an image of a beautiful woman,
which the gods then endowed with life and adorned with all
kinds of gifts, whence she was called Pandora. Aphrodite
bestowed on her the seductive charms that kindle love, Athene
instructed her in every art, Hermes endued her with a smooth
tongue and a crafty disposition, whilst the Seasons and Graces
adorned her with flowers and fine dresses. Zeus then sent
her, under the guidance of Hermes, to the foolish Epimetheus,
who, in spite of the warning of his brother not to accept any
present from Zeus, received Pandora and made her his wife.
There was in the house of Epimetheus a closed jar, which he had
been forbidden to open, and which contained all kinds of
diseases and ills. Pandora removed the cover and these escaped,
and men who had before been free from disease and care haye
ever since been tormented. Pandora closed the jar in time to